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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
     Halbert Harvill was a State Senator from the 22nd district.  He was elected in 1964 and 
retired in 1980. 
     The bulk of the Senator Harvill Papers concern the years 1970-1980.  There is 
considerable interrelationship between files due to the fact that there was no particular 
order to them when they arrived at the Archives. 
     A sizeable portion of the record group concerns education.  Since Senator Harvill was 
chairman of the Senate Education Committee, those files are both extensive and detailed. 
     Areas of special interest include state kindergartens, counselors in elementary schools, 
education for the handicapped, and vocational education.  
     There are also files on the T.E.A., teacher retirement, higher education, teacher 
training and school finance. 
     A number of files concern themselves with legislation.  The bills and the 
correspondence that they generate make the majority of this group.  Bills on such diverse 
subjects as abortion, drinking drivers, gambling, insurance, judicial legislation, mental 
health, obscenity, state parking, taxes, and the sale of wine are included. 
     Of particular interest are the letters concerning abortion, litter laws, state employees, 
the right to die bill, and malpractice.  There are also a number of papers on legislative 
interns. 
     A large group of papers deal with state government.  Of special note are files on the 
Attorney General, elections, various government departments, law enforcement, revenue, 
TVA and various state officials.  Especially interesting are the interoffice memos and 
letters between legislators and department heads. 
     A sizeable group of files consist of general information.  This group contains files that 
contain information mentioned nowhere else.  It includes such things as a list of World 
War I comrades to send Christmas greetings, information on the Clarksville Chamber of 
Commerce, news releases, premature children, invitations, recommendations, and 
tourism.  Of special interest is a brief autobiography written by Senator Harvill in 1976.  
It is included in the Montgomery County Files. 
     There are twenty-eight files of miscellaneous information included in this group.  
Most of this information is mentioned elsewhere but for some reason not filed under the 
subject. 
     Other types of information included in the Senator’s papers are travel invoices, 
pamphlets, posters, photographs, letters written by school children, as essay written by 
the staff on why Shakespeare should be studied in school. 
 

 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 

     Halbert Harvill was borne in Tottys, Hickman County, Tennessee on November 28, 
1893. 
     He attended rural schools through the eighth grade, and graduated from high school 
after teaching one year of school. 
     After graduation he taught school until the outbreak of World War I.  He was the first 
man from Hickman County to volunteer for the army. 
     Serving with Company L, 325th Infantry, Senator Harvill saw considerable combat, 
before being selected for special training.  There he was commissioned a second 
lieutenant and finished the war as an officer. 
     After the war he returned to Tennessee and Teaching.  During this period he taught, 
was a principal and continued his education at night and during the summers.  It took six 
years to earn his bachelors degree. 
     In 1929 he was hired as a history instructor at the new Austin Peay College.  Before 
the first year was over he was also dean-registrar.  Before the second year was out he was 
teaching all P.E. activities, coaching both men and women’s basketball and baseball as 
well as his regular duties as history instructor and dean-registrar, while studying of his 
masters at Peabody. 
     In 1938 he served as state commissioner of education for Governor Browning.  Upon 
leaving that office he returned to Austin Peay until World War II broke out. 
     Harvill served four years in the army as a recruiting officer and in special services. 
     Upon his return at the wars end, he was appointed president of Austin Peay, replacing 
the aged president Claxton. 
     In 1962, Mr. Harvill retired and for two years he was active in community affairs, 
before being nominated for the state senate. 
     At an age when most people would feel that they had earned a rest, Halbert Harvill 
began his political life. 
     He was elected to the Senate four times, retiring for the last time in 1980 at the age of 
87. 
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CONTAINER LIST 
 
Box 1 
1 Council of Private Colleges     2/9/73-3/26/79 
2 Education Budgets      2/3/77-3/16/79 
3 Department of Education     12/29/72-11/7/73 
4 Department of Education     1/23/74-4/9/79 
5 Education-General      2/19/75-12/9/77 
6 Education-General      1/23/78-12/18/79 
7 Education-General      1/7/80-7/2/80 
 
Box 2 
1 Education of the Handicapped    1/12/71-5/2/77 
2 Education of the Handicapped    1/7/78-11/23/79 
3 Education of the Handicapped    1/11/80-4/14/80 
4 State Educational Radio     2/28/75-4/19/75 
5 Higher Education Fund Distribution    3/6/75-8/4/75 
6 Impacts of Learning Systems     1/3/79 
7 Southern Regional Education Board    9/79-10/79 
8 Leadership in Education     2/21/74-5/24/74 
9 Mandatory Education Act     2/18-28/75 
10 Kindergarten       3/15/73-3/25/76 
 
Box 3 
1 Guidance Counselors in Elementary Schools   11/20/74-12/16/74 
2 Higher Education      2/19/71-2/11/77 
3 Higher Education      2/15/77-9/29/77 
4 Higher Education      10/3/77-12/20/78 
5 Higher Education      1/5/79-9/17/79 
 
Box 4 
1 Higher Education      1/18/80-7/28/80 
2 Education Commission of the States    1/11/73-4/28/76 
3 Education Commission of the States    9/15/76-11/13/79 
4 Tennessee Educational Finance    3/9/77-12/14/79 
5 State Education Committee     8/7/79-9/18/79 
6 Day Care Centers      3/19/73 
7 Financial Aid Information     3/22/71-7/6/79 
8 State Board of Education     11/21/74-3/10/75 
9 Speech and Hearing      2/24/75-3/3/78 
 



Box 5 
1 ROTC Substitute for P.E.     4/8/75-8/25/75 
2 Southern Regional Education Board    1/3/71-1/24/72 
3 School Finance Reform      6/10/76-3/22/77 
4 School Psychologists      4/8/75-5/2/75 
5 Tennessee Reading Program     12/17/74-8/11/75 
6 Tennessee Retired Teachers     1/4/73-2/12/79 
7 School Superintendents     1/13/75-11/15/77 
8 Teachers       4/21/75-4/4/79 
9 Tenure        9/19/75-11/23/79 
 
Box 6 
1 T.E.A.        2/23/71-4/18/74 
2 T.E.A.        5/31/73-1/8/80 
3 University of Tennessee     1/28/72-12/16/76 
4 University of Tennessee     1/17/77-12/12/79 
5 Vocational Education      12/18/72-6/11/80 
 
Box 7 
1 Community College System     1/20/76-7/30/76 
2 TPS        3/12/73-11/15/78 
3 Board of Regents      2/28/75-12/19/78 
4 Austin Peay University     8/8/73-12/6/79 
5 Abortion       1/8/79-3/5/80 
6 Administrative Procedures Act    7/29/75-1/5/76 
7 Accounting Act      2/10-17/78 
8 Alcoholic Beverages      3/12/75-6/21/79 
9 Banking and Interest      8/6/73-3/15/76 
10 Bills-Miscellaneous Legislation    12/1/72-12/28/77 
11 Bills-Miscellaneous Legislation    1/23/78-4/30/80 
12 Bills-Miscellaneous Legislation    No Date 
 
Box 8 
1 Chickasaw Bluff Trail      4/9/75 
2 Chiropractors       1/9/76-2/5/76 
3 County Technical Assistance     4/1/75-4/7/77 
4 Capital Punishment      11/8/76-3/21/78 
5 Drinking Drivers Law      3/31/75-4/28/75 
6 Reverse Discrimination     3/12/76-1/2/77 
7 Drugs        10/17/73-2/5/79 
8 Electrolysis       12/29/79-3/26/80 
9 Fair Trade Laws      2/12/75-8/1/75 
10 Funeral Home Legislation     3/5/79-2/18/80 



11 Gambling       3/7/77-5/28/80 
12 Gas and Oil       2/8/78-4/10/78 
13 General Interest Bills      2/26/71-1/14/75 
14 Tennessee Wholesale Grocers    4/11/77 
15 Hair Dressers       1/24-25/80 
16 Health Care       11/26/75-3/23/79 
17 Insurance       3/26/73-3/19/80 
18 Income Tax       3/2/77 
 
Box 9 
1 Judicial Legislation      7/19/73-9/10/79 
2 Judicial Legislation      1/9/80-7/1/80 
3 Labor        1/18/80-3/7/80 
4 Legislation to be Drafted, 1979    12/4/78-1/19/79 
5 License plates       12/21/78 
6 Library and Archives      1/1/75-3/3/80 
7 Liability Act       2/13-14/78 
8 Lien Law       2/2-16/77 
9 Litter Control       1/16/78-3/14/79 
10 Legislative Review      1/6/75-2/7/75 
11 Medicaid       8/22/75-1/2/79 
12 Missouri Plan       4/10/75 
13 Malpractice       3/3/75-6/5/75 
14 Mental Health       No Date 
 
Box 10 
1 Mental Health       9/18/74-1/7/76 
2 Mental Health       1/14/76-3/4/77 
3 Mental Health       3/9/77-1/3/80 
4 Obscenity Act       1/23/78-7/28/78 
5 Ophthalmology Legislation     6/25/68-3/3/79 
6 Pediatrics       10/10/78 
7 Projects Under Legislation     3/5/79 
8 Physicians Assistants Act     1/9/76-12/3/76 
9 Public Chapter Index      No Date 
10 Property Tax       12/15/72-2/25/74 
11 Presidential Primary Law     2/6/73 
12 State Parking Bill      1/9/79 
13 Professional Negotiations Bill    10/19/75-2/23/79 
14 Psychologists       4/19-23/77 
15 Projects Under Consideration     10/8/76 
16 Public Health       1/16/80-4/26/80 
17 Right to Die Bill      4/18/77-7/5/77 



Box 11 
1 State Employees      4/24/75-8/12/80 
2 State Employees      No Date 
3 Transportation       12/27/72-11/1/77 
4 Transportation       1/24/79-3/11/80 
5 Taxes        2/27/75-4/7/77 
6 Taxes        4/8/77-7/31/80 
 
Box 12 
1 Veterinary Medicine      8/15/73-1/27/75 
2 Voting Date Change      4/7/71 
3 Workman’s Compensation     3/4/74-4/21/77 
4 Waterworks Construction Loan Act    2/20/75-4/9/75 
5 Welfare       3/26/75-3/14/79 
6 Wages and Salaries      3/31/75-8/31/79 
7 Sale of Wine       1/19/76-3/5/76 
8 Commission on Aging     2/10/77-10/10/79 
9 Agriculture       8/26/75-1/30/80 
10 Amendments to the U.S. Constitution   1/24/73-2/14/80 
11 Apportionment      6/2/76 
12 Department of the Army     2/12/79-1/80 
13 Attorney General      4/18/74-2/1/80 
14 Arts Commission      3/9/77-9/7/77 
15 Robin Beard       5/6/75-10/23/79 
16 Governor Blanton      2/12/75-4/12/75 
 
Box 13 
1 Budget        2/5/74-2/11/77 
2 Budget        2/25/77-2/29/80 
3 Congratulatory Letters     11/12/76-7/11/79 
4 County Election Commission     2/12/73-3/27/73 
5 Commission on Children and Youth    1/22/73-7/31/73 
6 Courts        1/17/77-2/27/78 
7 Election for Comptroller     1/4/73-3/27/73 
8 Cosmetology Board      1/17/75 
9 Contracts for Crop Purchases     2/27/75 
10 Judge Carol Catalan      9/1/74-3/13/75 
11 Conservation       6/3/75-1/15/79 
12 Corrections       8/19/75-3/31/80 
 
Box 14 
1 Democratic Party      9/20/76-5/8/80 
2 Tennessee Constitution-Election to Senate   2/11/74 



3 Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association   11/15/79 
4 Election Commission      3/4/75-3/26/79 
5 Election 1976       6/7/72-11/22/76 
6 Expenses       6/8/72-12/22/76 
7 Expenses       1/11/77-7/8/80 
8 Department of Finance     6/30/79-8/4/80 
9 Financial Statement      2/24/75-6/5/76 
10 Funds Needed       2/14/77 
11 National Guard      2/13/80-3/5/80 
 
Box 15 
1 Game and Fish Commission     4/3/73-4/17/74 
2 General Sessions Judges Salaries    12/11/72-2/4/74 
3 Government Reorganization Commission   11/22/77 
4 Housing Development     1/18/80-2/11/80 
5 Health Liability Insurance     4/9/75 
6 Highway Safety      4/24/75-8/25/75 
7 Human Development Commission    1/17/77-7/29/80 
8 Industrial Parks      3/6/76 
9 Tennessee Industrial Development Council   3/12/75-4/24/75 
10 Inheritance Tax      1/13/78 
11 Legislative Internship Program    3/28/73-8/7/79 
12 Legislative Internship Program Reports   No Date 
13 Congressman Ed Jones     2/11-25/77 
14 Judiciary Committee      3/17/77-4/4/79 
15 Judges Retirement      3/27/75-7/28/75 
16 Tennessee Judicial Council     11/10/75 
 
Box 16 
1 State Kidney Program      4/4-9/75 
2 Legislature        7/18/79-8/29/80 
3 Law Enforcement      4/10/75-4/1/80 
4 W.B. Lockert, Jr. District Attorney General   3/20/74-3/6/79 
5 Litter Committee      12/1/72-12/27/78 
6 Medical Unit Budget      3/10/71-4/19/71 
7 Military        10/17/78 
8 Tennessee Municipal League     4/29/76-9/22/76 
9 Medical Education Assistance Corporation   1/23/79 
10 Medicine       1/25/77-11/19/79 
11 Mid Cumberland Council of Government   4/16/75-10/8/76 
 
 



Box 17 
1 National Conference of State Legislators   2/13/79 
2 NAACP Avon Williams Case     1/29/73-3/1/73 
3 Public Welfare      3/8/73-3/19/73 
4 Public Service Commission     4/4/77-11/9/79 
5 Revenue Estimates      2/23/76 
6 Tennessee Consolidated Retirement System   3/1/76-7/14/76 
7 Department of Revenue     1/14/77-8/6/80 
8 Salary Comparisons      10/22/76-2/16/77 
9 Jim Sasser       3/31/77-11/2/79 
10 Commission on the Status of Women    7/1/77-1/26/80 
11 TVA        11/10/76-6/26/80 
12 Tennessee Taxpayers Association    2/14/77-4/27/79 
13 Veterans Affairs      2/21/75-11/9/76 
14 Lt. Governor Wilder      1/2/78-8/27/79 
15 Wildlife Resources Agency     3/6/75-3/28/78 
 
Box 18 
1 Automobile       2/28/77-2/27/79 
2 Miscellaneous-A      12/19/72-12/19/79 
3 Business       2/4/74-3/19/80 
4 Miscellaneous-B      4/20/73-11/28/79 
5 Church Related      1/28/76-4/5/76 
6 Christmas List-World War I Veterans   7/11/76-12/12/79 
7 Chamber of Commerce-Clarksville    2/7/74-2/12/79 
8 Cheatham County      1/8/75-4/20/79 
9 Miscellaneous-C      2/23/71-11/17/76 
10 Miscellaneous-C      1/14/77-12/31/79 
 
Box 19 
1 Miscellaneous-D      2/9/73-11/16/79 
2 Editorials       12/22/78-4/13/79 
3 Energy        3/3/79-7/15/80 
4 Miscellaneous-E      4/7/71-12/10/79 
5 Miscellaneous-F      5/14/73-11/26/79 
6 Miscellaneous-G      2/16/72-4/21/78 
 
Box 20 
1 Houston County      3/3/79-12/28/78 
2 Senator Halbert Harvill     9/2/77-12/31/79 
3 Senator Halbert Harvill     1/11/80-9/4/80 
 



4 Miscellaneous-H      1/8/72-1/8/80 
5 Invitations       2/19/75-4/18/77 
6 Invitations       4/18/77-9/15/80 
 
Box 21 
1 Miscellaneous-I      12/12/75-8/12/79 
2 Miscellaneous-J      3/26/73-3/22/77 
3 Ms. Barbra Keel      8/29/72-2/11/77 
4 Miscellaneous-K      3/15/76 
5 Miscellaneous-L      1/4/73-5/25/79 
6 Miscellaneous-Mc      12/7/77-11/14/78 
7 Motion Pictures      12/8/78 
8 Montgomery County      12/21/76-7/31/79 
9 Miscellaneous-M      9/22/72-12/29/79 
10 Miscellaneous-N      3/9/73-10/19/79 
 
Box 22 
1 News Releases      3/4/75-3/6/80 
2 Miscellaneous-O      2/10/76-5/8/79 
3 Premature Children      1/12-16/76 
4 Miscellaneous-P      10/22/72-7/5/79 
5 Miscellaneous-Q      3/29/78 
6 Recommendations      2/10/75-10/20/77 
7 Recommendations      1/24/78-10/30/79 
8 Retirement-General      6/30/74-10/17/79 
9 Retirement Letters      3/3/75-11/13/76 
10 Requests       5/23/77-9/20/79 
 
Box 23 
1 Robertson County      5/10/71-3/29/79 
2 Miscellaneous-R      1/29/73-11/19/79 
3 Stewart County      3/17/77-1/15/79 
4 Miscellaneous-S      12/22/72-12/3/79 
5 Thank-You Letters      2/24/75-12-19-76 
6 Thank-You Letters      1/6/77-6/5/80 
7 Tourism       4/22/76-6/19/79 
8 Miscellaneous-T      12/19/72-10/22/79 
9 Miscellaneous-U      3/3/73-3/4/78 
 
Box 24 
1 Miscellaneous-V      4/21/71-4/7/79 
2 Miscellaneous-W      12/27/72-4/20/79 
3 Miscellaneous-XYZ      4/24/75-6/21/77 
4 Miscellaneous       2/19/75-12/31/79 
5 Miscellaneous       2/13/80-11/26/80 
6 Miscellaneous       No Date 


